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IN THE CLAIMS: 

1 . (currently amended) An airlaid composite absorbent web comprising 
a homogenous mixture of binder and particles of coated superabsorbent and 

wherein the particles of coated superabsorbent material comprise above about 75 to about 
98 weight percent of the airlaid composite and the binder comprises from below about 25 
to about 2 weight percent of the airlaid composite . 

2. (original) The airlaid composite absorbent web according to Claim 1 
wherein the particles of coated superabsorbent material comprise from about 30% to about 
97% superabsorbent material and from about 70% to about 3% cellulose fiber or other 
materials. 

3. (cancelled) 

4. (original) The airlaid composite absorbent web according to Claim 1 
wherein the binder comprises less than about 20 weight percent of the web. 

5. (original) The airlaid composite absorbent web according to Claim 1 
wherein the binder comprises less than about 10 weight percent of the web. 
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6. (currently amended) The airlaid composite absorbent web according 
to Claim 3-Lwherein the binder is a thermoplastic fiber. 

7. (original) The airlaid composite absorbent web according to Claim 6 
wherein the thermoplastic fibers are bicomponent fibers. 

8. (original) The airlaid composite absorbent web according to Claim 6 
wherein the thermoplastic fibers are PE/PET staple fibers. 

9. (currently amended) The airlaid composite absorbent web according 
to Claim 3-i.wherein the binder comprises meltblown fibers. 

10. (original) The airlaid composite absorbent web according to Claim 1 
wherein the binder comprises elastomeric fibers. 

11. (original) The airlaid composite absorbent web according to Claim 10 
wherein the elastomeric fibers comprise a polymer selected from the group including styrene- 
isoprene-styrene block copolymers, styrene-butadiene-styrene block copolymers, styrene- 
ethylene/butylene-styrene block copolymers, styrene-ethylene/-propylene-styrene block 
copolymers, polyurethanes, elastomeric polyamides, elastomeric polyesters, elastomeric 
polyolefin homopolymers and copolymers, atactic polypropylenes, ethylene vinyl acetate 
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copolymers, single-site or metallocene catalyzed polyolefins having a density less than about 
0.89 grams/cc, and combinations thereof. 


12. (original) The airlaid composite absorbent web according to Claim 1 
wherein the absorbent composite web is between about 50 gsm and about 1500 gsm basis 
weight. 

1 3 . (currently amended) The airlaid composite absorbent web according 
to Claim 1 wherein the absorbent composite web comprises great e r than or equal to about 
2 weight percent thermoplastic binder fiber and less than or equal to about ninety eight 
weight percent particles of coated superabsorbent. 

14. (currently amended) The airlaid composite absorbent web according 
to Claim 43-l_further comprising between about 30 w e ight p e rc e nt and aboyg about 85 weight 
percent coated superabsorbent material. 

15. (original) The airlaid composite absorbent web according to Claim 1 
further comprising at least one of non-coated superabsorbent materials, pulp fibers, synthetic 
fibers, odor control agents, and other natural or synthetic materials. 
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16. (original) The airlaid composite absorbent web according to Claim 1 
wherein the absorbent composite web has an absorbent capacity of between about 15 g/g and 
about 40 g/g. 

17. (original) The airlaid composite absorbent web according to Claim 1 
wherein the composite absorbent web has a density of between about 0.1 g/cc and about 0.5 
g/cc. 


a homogenous mixture of binder and particles of cellulose-coated superabsorbent and 
wherein the particles of cellulose-coated superabsorbent material comprise above about 
75 to about 98 weight percent of the airlaid composite and the binder comprises from 
below about 25 to about 2 weight percent of the airlaid composite. 

19. (original) The airlaid composite absorbent web according to Claim 18 
wherein the particles of cellulose-coated superabsorbent material comprise from about 30% 
to about 97% superabsorbent material and from about 70% to about 3% cellulose fiber. 


21. (original) The airlaid composite absorbent web according to Claim 18 
wherein the binder comprises less than about 20 weight percent of the web. 


18. (currently amended) 


An airlaid composite absorbent web comprising 


20. (cancelled) 
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22. (original) The airlaid composite absorbent web according to Claim 18 
wherein the binder comprises less than about 10 weight percent of the web. 

23. (original) The airlaid composite absorbent web according to Claim 20 
wherein the binder comprises thermoplastic fibers. 

24. (original) The airlaid composite absorbent web according to Claim 23 
wherein the thermoplastic fibers are bicomponent fibers. 

25. (original) The airlaid composite absorbent web according to Claim 23 
wherein the thermoplastic fibers are PE/PET staple fibers. 

26. (currently amended) The airlaid composite absorbent web according 
to Claim-2Q 18 wherein the binder comprises meltblown fibers. 

27. (original) The airlaid composite absorbent web according to Claim 18 
wherein the binder comprises elastomeric fibers. 

28. (original) The airlaid composite absorbent web according to Claim 27 
wherein the elastomeric fibers comprise a polymer selected from the group including styrene- 
isoprene-styrene block copolymers, styrene-butadiene-styrene block copolymers, styrene- 
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ethylene/butylene-styrene block copolymers, styrene-ethylene/-propylene-styrene block 
copolymers, polyurethanes, elastomeric polyamides, elastomeric polyesters, elastomeric 
polyolefm homopolymers and copolymers,^ atactic polypropylenes, ethylene vinyl acetate 
copolymers, single-site or metallocene catalyzed polyolefins having a density less than about 
0.89 grams/cc, and combinations thereof. 

29. (original) The airlaid composite absorbent web according to Claim 18 
wherein the absorbent composite web is between about 50 gsm and about 1500 gsm basis 
weight. 

30. (currently amended) The airlaid composite absorbent web according 
to Claim 18 wherein the absorbent composite web comprises gr e ater than or equal to about 
2 weight percent thermoplastic binder fiber and l e ss than or equal to about ninety eight 
weight percent particles of coated superabsorbent. 

3 1 . (currently amended) The airlaid composite absorbent web according 
to Claim 30 further comprising b e twe e n about 30 weight percent and above about 85 weight 
percent coated superabsorbent material. 

32. (original) The airlaid composite absorbent web according to Claim 18 
further comprising at least one of non-coated superabsorbent materials, pulp fibers, synthetic 
fibers, odor control agents, and other natural or synthetic materials. 
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33. (original) The airlaid composite absorbent web according to Claim 18 
wherein the absorbent composite web has an absorbent capacity of between about 15 g/g and 
about 40 g/g. 

34. (original) The airlaid composite absorbent web according to Claim 1 8 
wherein the composite absorbent web has a density of between about 0.1 g/cc and about 0.5 
g/cc. 

35. (original) An airlaid composite absorbent web consisting essentially of 
a homogenous mixture of binder and particles of coated superabsorbent. 

36. (original) The airlaid composite absorbent web according to Claim 35 
wherein the particles of coated superabsorbent material comprise from about 30% to about 
97% superabsorbent material and from about 70% to about 3% cellulose fiber. 

37. (original) The airlaid composite absorbent web according to Claim 35 
wherein the binder comprises less than about 40 weight percent of the web. 

38. (currently amended) The airlaid composite absorbent web according 
to Claim 35 wherein the binder matrial material comprises less than about 20 weight percent 
of the web. 
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39. (original) The airlaid composite absorbent web according to Claim 35 
wherein the binder comprises less than about 10 weight percent of the web. 

40. (original) The airlaid composite absorbent web according to Claim 37 
wherein the binder comprises thermoplastic fibers. 

41. (original) The airlaid composite absorbent web according to Claim 40 
wherein the thermoplastic fibers are bicomponent fibers. 

42. (original) The airlaid composite absorbent web according to Claim 40 
wherein the thermoplastic fibers are PE/PET staple fibers. 

43. (original) The airlaid composite absorbent web according to Claim 37 
wherein the binder comprises meltblown fibers. 

44. (original) The airlaid composite absorbent web according to Claim 35 
wherein the binder comprises elastomeric fibers. 

45. (original) The airlaid composite absorbent web according to Claim 44 
wherein the elastomeric fibers comprise a polymer selected from the group including styrene- 
isoprene-styrene block copolymers, styrene-butadiene-styrene block copolymers, styrene- 
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ethylene/butylene-styrene block copolymers, styrene-ethylene/-propylene-styrene block 
copolymers, polyurethanes, elastomeric polyamides, elastomeric polyesters, elastomeric 
polyolefin homopolymers and copolymers, atactic polypropylenes, ethylene vinyl acetate 
copolymers, single-site or metallocene catalyzed polyolefms having a density less than about 
0.89 grams/cc, and combinations thereof. 

46. (original) The airlaid composite absorbent web according to Claim 35 
wherein the absorbent composite web is between about 50 gsm and about 1500 gsm basis 
weight. 

47. (currently amended) The airlaid composite absorbent web according 
to Claim 35 wherein the absorbent composite web comprises consists essentially of greater 
than or equal to about 2 weight percent thermoplastic binder fiber and less than or equal to 
about ninety eight weight percent particles of cellulose-coated superabsorbent. 

48. (currently amended) The airlaid composite absorbent web according 
to Claim 35 further comprising consisting essentially of between about 30 weight percent 
and about 85 weight percent cellulose-coated superabsorbent material. 

49. (currently amended) The airlaid composite absorbent web according 
to Claim 35 further comprising consisting essentially of at least one of non-coated 


KCC-1162 


10 


RWN/pc 


Serial No.: 10/036,864 KC-16282 

superabsorbent materials, pulp fibers, synthetic fibers, odor control agents, and other natural 
or synthetic materials. 


50. (original) The airlaid composite absorbent web according to Claim 35 
wherein the absorbent composite web has an absorbent capacity of between about 15 g/g and 
about 40 g/g. 

51. (original) The airlaid composite absorbent web according to Claim 35 
wherein the composite absorbent web has a density of between about 0.1 g/cc and about 0.5 
g/cc. 

52. (original) An airlaid composite absorbent web consisting essentially of 
a homogenous mixture of binder and particles of cellulose-coated superabsorbent. 

53. (original) The airlaid composite absorbent web according to Claim 52 
wherein the particles of cellulose-coated superabsorbent material comprise from about 30% 
to about 97% superabsorbent material and from about 70% to about 3% cellulose fiber. 

54. (original) The airlaid composite absorbent web according to Claim 52 
wherein the binder comprises less than about 40 weight percent of the web. 
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55. (original) The airlaid composite absorbent web according to Claim 52 
wherein the binder comprises less than about 20 weight percent of the web. 


56. (original) The airlaid composite absorbent web according to Claim 52 
wherein the binder comprises less than about 10 weight percent of the web. 

57. (original) The airlaid composite absorbent web according to Claim 54 
wherein the binder comprises thermoplastic fibers. 

58. (original) The airlaid composite absorbent web according to Claim 57 
wherein the thermoplastic fibers are bicomponent fibers. 

59. (original) The airlaid composite absorbent web according to Claim 57 
wherein the thermoplastic fibers are PE/PET staple fibers. 

60. (original) The airlaid composite absorbent web according to Claim 54 
wherein the binder comprises meltblown fibers. 

61. (original) The airlaid composite absorbent web according to Claim 52 
wherein the binder comprises elastomeric fibers. 
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62. (original) The airlaid composite absorbent web according to Claim 61 
wherein the elastomeric fibers comprise a polymer selected from the group including styrene- 
isoprene-styrene block copolymers, styrene-butadiene-styrene block copolymers, styrene- 
ethylene/butylene-styrene block copolymers, styrene-ethyleneApropylene-styrene block 
copolymers, polyurethanes, elastomeric polyamides, elastomeric polyesters, elastomeric 
polyolefm homopolymers and copolymers, atactic polypropylenes, ethylene vinyl acetate 
copolymers, single-site or metallocene catalyzed polyolefins having a density less than about 
0.89 grams/cc, and combinations thereof. 

63. (original) The airlaid composite absorbent web according to Claim 52 
wherein the absorbent composite web is between about 50 gsm and about 1500 gsm basis 
weight. 

64. (currently amended) The airlaid composite absorbent web according 
to Claim 52 wherein the absorbent composite web compris e s consists essentially of g reater 
than or equal to about 2 weight percent thermoplastic binder fiber and less than or equal to 
about ninety eight weight percent particles of cellulose-coated superabsorbent. 

65. (currently amended) The airlaid composite absorbent web according 
to Claim 64 further comprisin g consisting essentially of between about 30 weight percent and 
about 85 weight percent cellulose-coated superabsorbent material. 
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66. (currently amended) The airlaid composite absorbent web according 
to Claim 52 further consists essentially of comprising at least one of non-coated 
superabsorbent materials, pulp fibers, synthetic fibers, odor control agents, and other natural 
or synthetic materials. 

67. (original) The airlaid composite absorbent web according to Claim 52 
wherein the absorbent composite web has an absorbent capacity of between about 15 g/g and 
about 40 g/g. 

68. (original) The airlaid composite absorbent web according to Claim 52 
wherein the composite absorbent web has a density of between about 0.1 g/cc and about 0.5 
g/cc. 

69. (original) The airlaid composite absorbent web according to Claim 1 
wherein the absorbent composite web further comprises a support member. 

70. (original) The airlaid composite absorbent web according to Claim 69 
wherein the support member comprises at least one of a spunbond web, a meltblown web, 
a nonwoven web, a tissue web or a pulp web. 


71. (original) The airlaid composite absorbent web according to Claim 18 
wherein the absorbent composite web further comprises a support member. 
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72. (original) The airlaid composite absorbent web according to Claim 71 
wherein the support member comprises at least one of a spunbond web, a meltblown web, 
a nonwoven web, a tissue web or a pulp web. 

73. (currently amended) The airlaid composite absorbent web according 
to Claim 35 wherein the absorbent composite web further compris e s consists essentially of 
a support member. 

74. (original) The airlaid composite absorbent web according to Claim 73 
wherein the support member comprises at least one of a spunbond web, a meltblown web, 
a nonwoven web, a tissue web or a pulp web. 

75. (currently amended) The airlaid composite absorbent web according 
to Claim 52 wherein the absorbent composite web further compris e s consists essentially of 
a support member. 

76. (original) The airlaid composite absorbent web according to Claim 75 
wherein the support member comprises at least one of a spunbond web, a meltblown web, 
a nonwoven web, a tissue web or a pulp web. 
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77. (new) The airlaid composite absorbent web according to Claim 1 
wherein the absorbent composite web has an edge compression of below about 1.2 g/gsm. 


78. (new) The airlaid composite absorbent web according to Claim 77 
wherein the absorbent composite web has a saturated capacity of above about 18 g/g. 

79. (new) The airlaid composite absorbent web according to Claim 78 
wherein the absorbent composite web has a wet tensile strength of greater than about 0.5 
g/gsm/in. 

80. (new) The airlaid composite absorbent web according to Claim 18 
wherein the absorbent composite web has an edge compression of below about 1.2 g/gsm. 

81. (new) The airlaid composite absorbent web according to Claim 80 
wherein the absorbent composite web has a saturated capacity of above about 18 g/g. 

82. (new) The airlaid composite absorbent web according to Claim 81 
wherein the absorbent composite web has a wet tensile strength of greater than about 0.5 
g/gsm/in. 


83. (new) The airlaid composite absorbent web according to Claim 35 
wherein the absorbent composite web has an edge compression of below about 1.2 g/gsm. 
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84. (new) The airlaid composite absorbent web according to Claim 83 
wherein the absorbent composite web has a saturated capacity of above about 18 g/g. 

85. (new) The airlaid composite absorbent web according to Claim 84 
wherein the absorbent composite web has a wet tensile strength of greater than about 0.5 
g/gsm/in. 

86. (new) The airlaid composite absorbent web according to Claim 52 
wherein the absorbent composite web has an edge compression of below about 1.2 g/gsm. 

87. (new) The airlaid composite absorbent web according to Claim 86 
wherein the absorbent composite web has a saturated capacity of above about 18 g/g. 

88. (new) The airlaid composite absorbent web according to Claim 87 
wherein the absorbent composite web has a wet tensile strength of greater than about 0.5 
g/gsm/in. 
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